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INTERVIEW WITH VERSING WHO DOES THE TRAIL ENDORSE?
The Trail talks to Seattle band made of 
Puget Sound students and alumni.
Find out on the Opinions page where 
students share reasons why they vote.
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FINANCE BUDGET
CAPITAL BUDGET
AS OF MARCH 5,  
$6,701 
REMAINS IN THE 
FINANCE BUDGET
AS OF MARCH 5,  
$144,614
REMAINS IN THE 
CAPITAL BUDGET
FEB 4: The ASUPS Senate allocated 
$492.75 to KUPS to finance the 
founding of KUPS Records.
FEB 26: 
The ASUPS Senate 
allocated $280.00 to 
Collegiate Washington 
Music Educators 
Association.
MARCH 5: 
The ASUPS 
Senate allocated 
$1,500.00 for as-
sistance in SIRGE 
sponsored activi-
ties on campus.
FEB 12: The ASUPS Senate allocated allo-
cates $19.45 to Student Concerns committee 
for supplies for Cookies for Concern, $1,500 to 
Women’s Ultimate Frisbee for assistance in going 
to a Las Vegas Ultimate tournament, and $436 to 
assist the funding of students attendance to the 
Western Psychological Association Convention.
FEB 19: The ASUPS 
Senate allocated $500
to Lauren Thomas as a 
down payment for 
Tacoma Rainier tickets 
as a student program, 
$500.00 to Elena Becker 
for attendance to the Society for 
Applied Anthropology Conference, 
$1500.00 to Hui o Hawaii to assist in their 
annual Lu’au event, $200.00 to the rock 
climbing club to assist in financing club 
activities, and $100.00 to yoga club to 
fund an off-campus instructor.
FEB 4: ASUPS Senate allocated $1,681.92 
to Women’s Rugby for athletic jerseys.
FEB 12: ASUPS Senate allocated $2,500 to 
the Associate VP of Business services to assist 
in funding the installation of a Blue-Light secu-
rity system.
FEB 19: ASUPS Senate allocated $500.00 
to KUPS for legal assistance in the creation 
of the KUPS record label
March 5: ASUPS Senate allo-
cated $5,000.00 to the Men’s 
Lacrosse team for purchase of 
new helmets. 
FINANCE BUDGET AT 
THE BEGINNING OF 
SPRING SEMESTER: 
$13,320.06 
CAPITAL BUDGET AT 
THE BEGINNING OF 
SPRING SEMESTER: 
$154,296.43    
OVER  $15,000
STUDENT 
      GROUPS
TO
The ASUPS Senate is in charge of con-
trolling and budgeting a half-million dollar 
budget. They are also in charge of start-
ing new clubs and are continually accept-
ing new requests for clubs. If a current 
ASUPS club needs any additional fund-
ing, there are four simple steps to ob-
tain new funds from ASUPS Senate. First, 
fi ll out the fi nance request form available 
from either the ASUPS website or in the 
offi  ce on the second fl oor of the Whee-
lock Student Center. Then, attend the Fi-
nance Committee meeting on Mondays at 
9 p.m. to make your request. The ASUPS 
Finance Committee must then determine 
the amount of funding to recommend to 
Senate. Every week at formal Senate, 
ASUPS reviews the recommendations of 
the committee and clubs making requests 
can come to the meetings to explain their 
fi nance request. Formal Senate is every 
Thursday at 7 p.m. in the Murray board-
room.  Open Forum also occurs at every 
formal Senate, where any member of the 
student body can voice their concerns to 
their student government.
WHERE TO F IND
 THE TRAIL
BLACK BEAR YOGURT
BLUEBEARD COFFEE
CAFE BROUSSEAU
METRONOME COFFEE
SHAKABRAH JAVA
GIBSON’S FROZEN 
YOGURT
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The following incidents occurred 
on campus and were reported to 
Security Services between March 
2, 2015 and March 9, 2015:
 
·  (2) Incident of vandalism: One 
in Phibbs Hall and the other the 
WSC.  Both involve malicious 
messaging.
·  (2) Incidents of theft: A printer 
was stolen from the Beta Theta Pi 
house and personal property was 
taken from an unlocked locker in 
Warner Gym.
·  (1) Assault: A student alleg-
edly punched a security offi  cer. 
The offi  cer was questioning the 
student after security received a 
complaint about his presence at 
a social function inside a fraterni-
ty house.
·   (2) Alcohol violations:  Securi-
ty responded to two separate re-
ports of underage students who 
had consumed too much alcohol.
 
Crime Prevention
 
· Good quality “U-Bolt” style 
locks are highly recommended. 
Use additional locks to secure 
high end components (wheels, 
etc.) to the bicycle when stored.
·  Do not leave or store valuables 
in your vehicle.
·      Be mindful of personal and 
university property by keeping it 
secured or with you at all times. 
This includes offi  ce areas.
·  Always immediately report 
suspicious activity to Security 
Services or Tacoma Police.
 
Security Services
 
·   Security is open and staff ed 
24/7 to serve the university com-
munity.
·   Please remember to register 
your vehicle to park on campus.
·  Utilize the Security Courtesy 
Escort Service if you fi nd yourself 
walking alone on campus – espe-
cially at night.  This service is also 
available to some areas off -cam-
pus.
· Please update the university 
with your cellular telephone num-
ber.  We need it send you impor-
tant Security Alert messages.
·    Visit our website and check 
us out on Facebook to learn more 
about our services and stay up to 
date on campus security.
Editor’s Note:
The following are corrections 
to an article published in the 
March 6 edition of The Trail 
entitled “ASUPS Senator Ac-
cused of Malfeasance.” The 
original article contained cer-
tain factual inaccuracies. The 
Trail is dedicated to providing 
accurate reporting and apolo-
gizes for any misinformation.
-The article reported that 
Chong was accused of secur-
ing a position on ASUPS from 
Pogar should Pogar be elected. 
However, which committee po-
sition Chong attempted to se-
cure from Pogar remains un-
clear.
-The article also failed to men-
tion the fact that ASUPS be-
lieves that impeachment was 
not a legiitmate form of recourse 
for Chong’s alleged actions.
-It was reported that there is 
a petition circling that calls for 
Chong’s impeachment. The ex-
istence of such a petition has 
not been verifi ed or approved by 
Honor Court.
-It was also reported that an 
anonymous informant verifi ed 
Greg Reeser’s complaint against 
Chong during open forum of 
formal Senate on February 19. 
However, this informant brought 
a second complaint regarding 
the legitimacy of Pogar’s cam-
paign signatures. ASUPS has 
deemed Pogar’s signatures to 
be legitimate. 
ASUPS EXECUTIVE CANDIDATES 
D E B AT E  D I V E R S I T Y,  P O L I C Y
SPRING BREAK WEATHER FORECAST FOR TACOMA
ASUPS Presidential and Vice 
Presidential candidates held de-
bates on March 9 in the Rotun-
da of the Student Union Build-
ing, moderated by current ASUPS 
Vice President Marc Fagaragan. 
The debates provided an oppor-
tunity for the tickets to elucidate 
their platform, and allowed voters 
to view them in relation to one an-
other.
Focusing on the their aspira-
tions for ASUPS to be more en-
gaged with the Campus commu-
nity, Alexia Ingerson and Sergio 
Espinzoa and emphasized the fact 
that neither have been involved in 
ASUPS student government. 
Coming from an outsider’s per-
spective, they seek to improve the 
approachability of ASUPS to the 
broader campus community. 
Austin Brittenham and Alissa 
Hartnig sought to allocate some of 
the $555,000 in the ASUPS bud-
get for the provision of weekend 
services at Counseling, Health, 
and Wellness Services. 
The ticket also sought to in-
crease proactive engagement 
by the ASUPS Executive team. 
Asked about their policies for sex-
ual assault prevention, they ad-
vocated increased numbers of 
people in the student body going 
through sexual assault prevention 
programs, something Brittenham 
emphasized during his tenure as 
President of the Sigma Alpha Ep-
silon Fraternity on campus. 
Multiculturalism and inclusion 
were the basis of Nakisha’s time 
during the debate. She focused 
on creating safe spaces and pro-
gramming opportunities for mar-
ginalized people in the campus 
community. Jones also empha-
sized her intention to use ASUPS 
as a platform to allow for more 
people to have their voices pro-
jected. 
She also spoke to the need for 
more support for CHWS in order 
to better support people needing 
their support.
Finally, Tim Pogar and Kaitlyn 
Vallance’s ticket centered their 
conversation on providing sup-
port for various campus commu-
nities. In particular, they focused 
on deeper inclusion of students in 
campus governance through the 
abolishing of geographic Senator 
positions and increasing class and 
Senator-at-Large positions, as 
well as increasing the number of 
students in Student Conduct. 
They also emphasized their com-
mitment to such causes as sexu-
al assault prevention and support, 
as well as pursuing inclusion em-
phasizing their work towards gen-
der-neutral bathrooms. 
Polls close tomorrow at 12 p.m. 
B y  N O A H 
     L U M B A N T O B I N G
Early Saturday morning, just af-
ter midnight, Security Services re-
ceived a call from Beta Theta Pi 
to request assistance with an indi-
vidual who had entered their social 
function and was not wanted by 
them.  Two offi  cers responded and 
contacted the individual inside the 
house and determined some time 
later that he was a Puget Sound 
student but not a member of Beta 
Theta Pi.  He was uncooperative 
and punched one of the offi  cers in 
the face during questioning.  Taco-
ma Police were called by Security. 
The student was arrested on suspi-
cion of assault.
Report on incident at
Beta Theta Pi fraternity
COURTESY OF TODD BADHAM
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Addicted 
to Books?
WRITER SPOTLIGHT:
CHASE HUTCHINSON
Chase Hutchinson is a dedi-
cated member of The Trail’s 
staff . He is a fi rst-year student 
and is majoring in communi-
cations. He enjoys reading, 
writing and playing racquetball 
with friends. He is also a mem-
ber of the Puget Sound Parlia-
mentary Debate Team, Presi-
dent of Schiff  and Harrington 
Halls, and Secretary for the 
new ASUPS club Advocates 
for Detainees’ Voices.
Attention Loggers and Puget Sound community 
members! In an attempt to address student concerns 
about campus wide communication, ASUPS will be 
participating in a free trial with an events app called 
Campus Quad. Starting March 23 students can 
download the app on their smart phones by search-
ing for Campus Quad in iTunes and should feel free 
to add events, explore the app and give feedback re-
garding how useful they think this resource is on our 
campus! Throughout the fi rst week, DCS will be giv-
ing out free doughnuts in the S.U.B. to those who 
download the app and the bookstore will have prizes 
for students who show a store employee the down-
loaded app on their phone. So mark your calendars 
and spread the word because Campus Quad is com-
ing to town!
Campus Quad App 
Coming to Campus 
for Student Trial 
IN NEED OF 
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By THOMAS OVERTON 
The Puget Sound men’s club la-
crosse team played the last of their 
warm-up games on Saturday, April 
7. Even while resting a few of their 
starters, the Loggers put up a fight 
against the Portland State Univer-
sity Vikings.
The Loggers ended up losing the 
game against the Vikings with a fi-
nal score of 7-11, but this was not 
the primary concern coming into 
the weekend.
The Vikings were the last of four 
games that the Loggers played 
outside of their conference sched-
ule. On top of that, the Vikings 
compete in a higher division than 
the Loggers, so the result was 
encouraging for a Puget Sound 
squad missing some of its key ele-
ments.
Many of those players missing 
from the equation are forced to sit 
out due to concussions and other 
injuries. 
Senior and Logger captain Aidan 
McDonald (Issaquah, Wash.) has 
recently spent some time with us 
discussing the impact of these in-
juries on the team.
“We had three concussions in 
our first three games. The [helmet] 
manufacturer recommends getting 
[the helmets] recertified every year 
or replaced every three years. Our 
helmets have been used for five 
years with no recertification,” Mc-
Donald said.
Aidan has been in talks with 
ASUPS and other contributors to 
the club. After making a finance 
request to ASUPS, the team now 
has the funds to purchase new hel-
mets so they do not continue this 
rash of concussive injuries. While 
concussions are indeed very seri-
ous, especially in a heavy-contact 
sport like lacrosse, McDonald dis-
cussed some of the silver linings to 
injuries in the lineup.
“Missing our top five [midfielders] 
is never easy, but having contribu-
tions from members of our team 
that don’t find themselves on the 
stat sheet is always promising,” 
McDonald said.
The team looks forward to the full 
recovery of the injured players in 
light of the beginning of their con-
ference schedule. 
On top of the return of the injured 
members of the squad, the men’s 
lacrosse team made quite a few 
additions in the form of 11 first-
year students for the 2015 regular 
season. Eric Brecheen (Jackson 
Hole, Wy.), Mark Officer (Lake For-
est Park, Wash.), Hunter Simpson 
(Norwich, Verm.), David Teskey 
(Portland, Ore.), Johnny Teahan 
(Burlingame, Calif.), Gibson Butter-
field (Stinson Beach, Calif.), Andrew 
Zinkan (Northbend, Wash.), Jack 
Randall (Chicago, Illi.), JT Whit-
taker (Portland, Ore.), Oliver Young 
(Cleveland, Oh.) and Erin Anderegg 
(Bellevue, Wash.) are among those 
that donned the maroon and white 
for their first time this year.
McDonald would not go so far as 
to estimate the chances of a return 
to the playoffs this year, but the fact 
remains that the team qualified in 
the previous two years with a much 
less healthy squad than they have 
currently.
“We’re looking forward to our 
league games coming up after 
spring break,” McDonald said. 
The first of those games is a 
home game, on Lower Baker field, 
against the Gonzaga University 
Bulldogs on March 29 at 1 p.m.
“
We had three concus-
sions in our first three 
games. The [helmet] 
manufacturer recom-
mends getting [the hel-
mets] recertified every 
year or replaced every 
three years. Our helmets 
have been used for five 
years with no recertifi-
cation.
—Aidan McDonald
After injuries, the men’s lacrosse team looks to replace 
bad helmets to protect the team from concussions. 
A CALL FOR NEW HELMETS
Men’s lacrosse team suffers 3 
concussions 
(PHOTO COURTESY/PRESLEY REED)
“Ecological Holocaust” spans 
the width of a homemade banner 
outside a hotel in Copacabana, 
Brazil. “IOC go home, you are na-
ture killers,” yells a protester as the 
International Olympic Committee 
emerges. High-tempered encoun-
ters like these between environ-
mental protesters and the Olym-
pic Committee have come to be 
known by the media as “Rio Ruck-
us.” 
During the last days of February 
and into the first few of March, the 
International Olympic Committee 
(IOC) conducted a visit to Rio, the 
site of the 2016 Summer Olympic 
Games, to check up on the prog-
ress the city is making in prepara-
tion for the Games. The recent visit 
has fanned the flame of an already 
present controversy about the en-
vironmental impacts of hosting the 
Games. 
Activists claim that the Games 
are an environmental atrocity, not-
ing that there are many different is-
sues that could be attributed to the 
Games. 
Locals are outraged that the 
Olympic golf course is being built 
on a nature preserve. Accord-
ing to Occupy Golf, an organiza-
tion formed to inform the public 
and protest Rio’s new course, the 
course is estimated to cover the 
habitats of more than 300 endan-
gered species and take the place 
of around 100 rainforest trees.
Athletes are also concerned 
about the state of Guanabara Bay, 
the site for the water events. 
Locals recently discovered thou-
sands of dead fish surfaced on the 
shores of the bay, and although the 
cause of the massive die-off is cur-
rently unknown and under investi-
gation, it is a worrisome event for 
both athletes and Olympic enthusi-
asts. 20 tons of fish and other sea 
creatures have already been re-
moved.
Not only are the waters filled with 
dead fish, but debris in the bay is 
also a huge concern for athletes. 
Brazilian sailor Thomas Low-
Beer recalls a day practicing for the 
Olympic qualifying race.
“I think it was a couch,” he said 
in an interview with The New York 
Times, referring to the object that 
caused him to capsize during the 
practice. 
“[The bay is] really disgusting, 
with dog carcasses in some plac-
es and the water is turning brown 
from the sewage contamination,” 
Low-Beer said regarding the Olym-
pic bay. 
If that wasn’t enough to raise red 
flags on the Rio Games, specialists 
from the Instituto Oswaldo Cruz, a 
public health research institution in 
Rio, have also recently discovered 
a strain of antibiotic-resistant mi-
croorganisms in the water. 
According to a statement re-
leased be the researchers, if the 
athletes come in contact with the 
bacteria, they can fall ill or become 
carriers of the disease. 
The building list of environmen-
tal issues is becoming a hot-but-
ton topic. With the conclusion of 
the IOC’s check-up, the public de-
manded a response to the issues 
Rio is facing. 
In statement on their website, 
the president of the IOC, Thomas 
Bach, insists that the Games are 
still worth the environmental down-
sides. 
“So, again, it’s clear evidence 
what a positive legacy these 
games are leaving in infrastructur-
al, social and environmental areas,” 
Bach said in response. 
This controversy poses an inter-
esting question; are the Olympic 
games worth the subsequent is-
sues?
It is relatively indisputable that the 
Olympic Games bring an unrivaled 
amount of excitement, sportsman-
ship and unity to the world. 
Athletes have a chance to show-
case decades of training and fans 
from hundreds of different coun-
tries are connected by a common 
love of sports. Not to mention, 
hosting the Olympics brings an un-
forgettable legacy and earns the 
city a place in the selective few na-
tions who have been hosts. 
Whether or not the Olympic 
Committee should turn a blind eye 
to issues in the spirit of the Games 
will continually be debated. 
Protestors and debaters on this 
issue tend to take either one side or 
another, however I believe the solu-
tion lies somewhere in the middle.
The environmental issues could 
be controlled if the Olympic Orga-
nization would create a third-party 
regulatory committee. Then there 
would be an unbiased monitor to 
decide when the host city commit-
tee or the IOC has committed any 
sort of violation. 
This way, we can control any is-
sues that may arise while still pro-
tecting an event that brings excite-
ment, unity and Olympic Spirit to 
the world. 
ARE THE OLYMPICS WORTH A RAINFOREST?
B y  M A D E L I N E 
         B R O O K S
PROTECTION
sports editorial
SPORTS      trailsports@pugetsound.edu    March 13, 2015 5
COPY EDITING AND FACT CHECKING/ZOEY OLBUM
The Puget Sound Loggers’ 
softball team (1-11 overall, 1-5 
NWC) split a doubleheader 
against Lewis and Clark College 
(4-6 overall, 2-4 NWC) on Satur-
day, March 7, getting its first win 
of the season in a 4-2 victory in 
the first game.
In the first game, the Loggers 
fell behind early in the third in-
ning when the Pioneers’ des-
ignated hitter Amanda Rabith 
(Merced, Calif.) drove in the first 
run of the game with an RBI 
double.  But the Logger pitch-
ing staff buckled down after this, 
with starter Jaci Young (Aeia, 
Hawaii) keeping the Pioneers 
scoreless for another inning be-
fore Kayla Andrus (Kent, Wash.) 
came in as relief, holding the Pi-
oneers to one run over the next 
five innings.  
The game remained a 1-0 
lead for the Pioneers until the 
seventh inning when second 
baseperson Erica Gott (Lyn-
wood, Wash.) hit her second 
homerun of the year, tying the 
game at 1-1. After a scoreless 
eighth inning for both teams, 
the Logger offense exploded for 
three runs in the top of the ninth 
giving the Loggers a 4-1 lead.
The ninth inning started off 
with a single by right-fielder Jes-
sica Gott (Lynwood, Wash.). Two 
batters later, Erica Gott drove in 
Jessica Gott with an infield RBI 
single.  Erica Gott scored during 
the next at bat when third base-
man Lisa Colombo (Los Gatos, 
Calif.) got on base from an error 
by Lewis and Clark right-fielder 
Lindsay Yearman (Sparks, Nev.). 
Colombo concluded the scoring 
when she crossed the plate on 
the next at bat from a RBI field-
er’s choice hit by left-fielder Kris-
ti Nagamine (Honolulu, Hawaii). 
 Lewis and Clark staged a 
small rally in the bottom half of 
the ninth inning, scoring one 
run on two hits.  But with one 
out and one player on base, the 
Loggers stopped any hopes of 
a comeback when they closed 
out the Pioneers with a game-
ending double play.
The second game of the dou-
bleheader did not go as well for 
the Loggers who lost 8-0 (five 
innings) to the Pioneers. The 
Loggers again fell behind 1-0 in 
the third inning but unlike earli-
er in the day, the pitching staff 
was unable keep the Pioneers’ 
offense at bay.
Lewis and Clark blew the 
game open in the fourth inning, 
scoring six runs off of five hits. 
The Pioneers tacked on one 
more run in the fifth inning, re-
sulting in the game being called 
early for score.
The first win of the season was 
a huge step forward for the pro-
gram. While the Loggers soft-
ball team has had a slow start to 
the year, part of it can certainly 
be contributed to the amount of 
youth on the team.  
With only one senior on the 
roster, every game is providing 
valuable experience for the un-
derclassmen who are getting 
significant playing time and are 
still unaccustomed to the speed 
of the college game.  With 28 
games left, there is still plenty 
of time for the season to turn 
around. Expect the team to 
continue to improve down the 
stretch as the youthful talent in 
the Loggers’ roster gains more 
experience and confidence.
As the clock reached triple-
zeros against George-Fox, there 
was a melancholic realization 
that the big dance was over for 
the University of Puget Sound’s 
women basketball team. 
There was still reason to cel-
ebrate though for the Loggers 
and the fans who followed their 
season.
The University of Puget Sound’s 
women basketball team’s post 
season came to an end on March 
8 with a 67-49 loss to George-
Fox on the second round of the 
NCAA DIII national tournament.
This was the fourth game be-
tween the familiar foes. George-
Fox won all four of the meetings. 
Two of those games were regular 
season games, one was in the 
conference tournament and their 
final meeting was in the second 
round of the NCAA DIII tourna-
ment.
Senior Guard Hannah Lekson 
(Gig Harbor, Wash) led the Log-
gers in scoring with 11 points. 
Senior Forward Amanda For-
shay (Moraga, Cali) finished her 
collegiate career with her sixth 
double-double of the season. 
Forshay finished the game with 
10 points and 14 rebounds.  
George-Fox got its first double-
digit lead with 7:48 on the clock 
in the first half. George-Fox never 
led less than 10 points for the 
rest of the game.
University of Puget Sound 
and George-Fox were statisti-
cally similar in many of the major 
stats. The loggers shot 40 per-
cent from the field, while holding 
George-Fox to 43.1% from the 
field. 
The biggest discrepancy in the 
statistics was in turnovers and 
points off of turnovers. The log-
gers committed 20 to the Bruins 
12. George-Fox had 27 points 
off turnovers, while Puget Sound 
had 11.
The night before, on March 6, 
the Loggers beat the Claremont 
Mudd-Skripps in the first round 
of the NCAA DIII tournament with 
a score of 61-56.
The Loggers had to come back 
from a 17 point first half deficit 
after they had their worst offen-
sive half of the season. Clare-
mont-M-S defense only allowed 
the loggers to score 19 points in 
the first half. The 17 point come 
back was the largest come back 
the Loggers had this season.
Senior forward Katie Ain-
slie (Redmond, Wash) led the 
team with 20 points and had 7 
rebounds. Forshay added 19 
points and grabbed a team high 
eight rebounds. Junior Guard 
Emily Sheldon (Portland, Ore) 
had six assists while committing 
zero turnovers.
Puget Sound shot 22 for 57 
from the floor, while their de-
fense held Claremont-M-S to 38 
percent from the field. The Log-
gers out rebounded Claremont-
M-S by four with a total of 38 
rebounds. The game had three 
lead changes. 
With 1:26 left to play in the 
game, Forshay drove down the 
middle of the lane to score the 
go-ahead basket, putting the 
Loggers up 56-55. Next posses-
sion, Ainslie hit a jump shot to 
increase the lead by three, mak-
ing the game out of reach for 
Claremont-M-S. The Logger’s 
defense held Claremont-M-S to 
one point in the final five minutes.
The Loggers finished the sea-
son ranked 18 in the nation by 
d3hoops.com. They also fin-
ished second in the Northwest 
Conference, which was very 
competitive this year, sporting 
three teams that at some point in 
the season where ranked in the 
top 25. George-Fox finished the 
regular season ranked number 
three in the nation.
University of Puget Sound’s 
women’s basketball team fin-
ished the season with a 24-5 re-
cord. The teams 24 wins match-
es the most wins in a season by 
any women’s basketball team at 
the University of Puget Sound. 
Forshay finishes her career as 
the ninth leading scorer in Puget 
Sound history with 1217 points. 
Forshay passed Claire Ely, Wen-
dy Davis and Kelly Kaiser. 
W O M E N ’ S  B A S K E T B A L L  T E A M 
FA L L S  I N  T H E  S E C O N D  R O U N D
B y  Z A L  R O B L E S
Defense: Amanda Forshay and Ashley Agcoaili double team the 
George Fox point gaurd in second round of the Division III national 
playoff. PHOTO COURTESY/LOGGERATHLETICS 
SOFTBALL TEAM 
S T R U G G L E S
B y  N I C K  N E S T I N G E N 
Both men’s and women’s Rug-
by have been playing strong since 
returning from winter break and 
don’t plan on stopping their mo-
mentum anytime soon, looking to 
playoffs in April.
The men’s team has won all 
three games this year  and the 
women’s team has only been 
dealt one loss since the end of 
winter break.
Junior Max Thompson (Win-
chester, Mass.), the president of 
the Puget Sound men’s Rugby 
club noted their team chemistry 
playing a part into their success. 
“Ruggers are notorious for be-
ing lifelong friends and guys con-
nect real quick in our club or ‘fam-
ily’ as we call it. This year we have 
made huge strides in bringing the 
men’s and women’s teams to-
gether, and we’ve seen a lot of 
success there,” Thompson said. 
Bonnie Shultz (Santa Fe, New 
Mex.), a first-year student, added 
her thoughts on the chemistry for 
the women’s team, which is quite 
strong as well.
“Our chemistry is good, it’s hard 
to be a cohesive team if there’s 
any cattiness, so at the beginning 
of the year one of the senior girls 
said if you have a problem with 
another girl bring it up with her 
directly, that isn’t something you 
bring to the field,” Shultz said. 
The results have shown that 
the chemistry is truly strong, and 
that is impressive; it’s hard to 
keep a team together throughout 
the season and both teams have 
been able to so far. The chemistry 
helps, but what happens on the 
field can be the greatest factor. 
With the women’s rugby team, it’s 
all about form.
Shultz added more on this 
thought. 
“For success a large thing is 
making harder and more suc-
cessful tackles, but we’re also 
just out there to have a good 
time, so I guess that depends 
on one’s definition of success,” 
Shultz said. 
For the men’s team, it’s all about 
hard work. Thompson brought in 
some thoughts about this idea.
“Our success has come from 
hard work on Tuesday and Thurs-
day nights. We only have a few 
hours a week to hone our skills, 
and this semester we’ve really 
upped our game with three wins 
and no losses,” Thompson said. 
Success comes with goals, 
and both teams have them. Pro-
moting the sport is an important 
goal, while enjoying Rugby is just 
as important.
“As a whole, the team can work 
on bringing others into the sport 
and promoting their love of rugby. 
We have many seniors who are 
leaving this year and they will be 
dearly missed, but looking to the 
future and bringing in more play-
ers is one of our primary goals,” 
Thompson said. “On the field, we 
hope to bring a trophy home at 
the end of this semester.”
On the women’s side, it’s all 
about understanding the game 
and having fun playing. 
“Our team’s mentality is that 
we’re all still trying to kind of get 
a grip on the game since we’re all 
(mostly) so new to it, but we’re 
just doing our best and support-
ing each other and having fun,” 
Shultz said.
Both teams are focused and 
ready to go, as the important part 
of the season has yet to come.
M E N  A N D  W O M E N 
R U G B Y  U P D AT E S
“
As a whole, the team can work on bring-
ing others into the sport and promoting 
their love of rugby. We have many se-
niors who are leaving this year and they 
will be dearly missed, but looking to the 
future and bringing in more players is 
one of our primary goals. 
—Max Thompson 
B y  L U K I E  C R O W L E Y
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As someone who is frequently in 
the midst of many female friends, it 
is not uncommon to hear the word 
“bitch” or “slut” thrown around in a 
casual, joking manner. For some 
who utilize these phrases, a social 
movement to reclaim derogatory 
terms may not be at the forefront of 
their mind. But the casual, habitual 
use of these words may be evidence 
of just that. 
There is indeed a well established 
effort in which women deliberate-
ly utilize the previously mentioned 
words, as well as many more—some 
which are traditionally considered 
extremely offensive and degrading. 
The intention of this idea is to re-
move the power that these words 
hold and allow women to reclaim the 
very words by which they have been 
oppressed—in an empowering and 
positive way. I argue that this is a val-
id right for these women to exercise, 
yet those who feel uncomfortable 
with the terms should not be forced 
into using them. 
In today’s society, many things that 
used to be considered scandalous 
have lost much of their shock val-
ue; there is a sense of comfort that 
has developed, particularly in young-
er generations. This can be seen in 
clothing styles, entertainment con-
tent and of course, language choic-
es. The use of previously distasteful 
language about women can be seen 
used casually in popular movies and 
television shows, such as Mean 
Girls, “Desperate Housewives” and 
“Gossip Girl.”
 As a result of this popularization 
in the media, some women use this 
terminology in casual conversation 
with close friends. From walking into 
a room demanding to know “what’s 
up, bitches?” to simply calling your 
group of girlfriends “hookers,” the 
reclamation of these words can be 
habitual and almost unintentional, a 
symbol of a perhaps less-conserva-
tive generation and a new means of 
familiarity between close friends. 
As said before, the more casual 
use of these terms can also be an 
extremely effective way to empower 
women by offering a new view of the 
words themselves. The two main ex-
amples here for that are Bitch Me-
dia as well as the Slutwalk. Bitch Me-
dia gets its name from the positive 
connotation that the founders of the 
company believe the word  to have, 
despite its oppressive history. Ac-
cording to their website, they claim 
that bitches  are women who “speak 
their minds, who have opinions and 
don’t shy away from expressing 
them, and who don’t sit by and smile 
uncomfortably if they’re bothered or 
offended,” clearly intended to be a 
positive description. The website of-
fers a place for women to express 
these opinions and empower them-
selves and their voice their opinions.
In a similar way, the transnation-
al Slutwalk (a march in which some 
women dress in revealing clothing 
to reinforce the fact that clothes are 
not an excuse for rape) seeks to 
empower women more through the 
attention that the word “slut”  de-
mands, rather than the actual word 
itself. Not only has the prevalent use 
of “slut” in this context stripped the 
word of its negative powers, but it 
also allows the walk’s message to be 
more widespread, through the sub-
stantial notice it causes the move-
ment to receive. 
However, in my opinion, it is under-
standable that some women would 
feel uncomfortable with the use of 
these admittedly provocative words. 
It is true that many times when they 
are used it is intended in a hurtful 
or demeaning way. Just as women 
have the right to make use of words 
like bitch and whore, they have the 
right to purposefully abstain from us-
ing them as well. I believe that this, 
too, conveys a positive message be-
cause there is literally no risk of mar-
ginalizing or offending anyone by 
simply not using hateful language, 
no matter the intent. 
Not only is this the safest route to 
take when you are unsure about the 
tone of a situation, but it is also an 
equally legitimate set of values to 
hold about derogatory terms. 
Put simply, women should use dis-
cretion when considering using con-
troversial and loaded words about 
other women. I, personally, feel em-
powered to be able to quote Mean 
Girls without fearing any serious so-
cial consequences. At the same 
time, it is important to note that 
these words are still “bad words” 
and no one should feel pressured to 
reclaim the words as positive if they 
aren’t comfortable doing so.
WOMEN SHOULD TAKE BACK DEROGATORY WORDS 
B y  J O R D Y N 
            AT K I N S O N
Derogatory words for women: If a woman feels comfortable enough using a term in her everday 
language, it should be within her rights to use it in order to reclaim it from its sexist connotation. PHOTO 
COURTESY/EMMA FERGUSON
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Elections: 2016 is still far away, so it’s too early to be looking at 
online pundits and predictions. PHOTO COURTESY/CHRIS ROACH
Looking at the news, it would ap-
pear that we are in the midst of a 
presidential election. But in reality, 
the next election is one and a half 
years away, which is an eternity in 
election politics. We’re barely half-
way through Obama’s second term 
and he’s already being pushed out 
the door. 
This endless election cycle lessens 
the excitement of electing a presi-
dent. It also leads to politics that are 
hyper-partisan, news that is sensa-
tional and an electorate that is mis-
informed.
There is no reason to pay atten-
tion to the presidential race this early 
in the game. Ignoring the race until 
it actually matters will make the out-
come more meaningful and all of us 
less cynical about our government.
Not only is the endless campaign 
bad for national unity, but it also 
just doesn’t make sense practical-
ly. There are several reasons why 
such early attention to the presiden-
tial race is both inconsequential and 
harmful to the political process.
The most obvious reason why 
speculation so early in the race is 
trivial is that not one person has offi-
cially declared their candidacy to run. 
Nor will they do it soon. So it doesn’t 
matter what any potential candi-
dates say or do right now because 
there are no candidates. While some 
potential candidates may be trying 
publicity stunts or meeting with do-
nors, which are essential to getting 
a campaign going, these actions still 
mean nothing as of yet.
Secondly, there is so much time left 
before the election that nothing mat-
ters at this point. Literally anything 
can happen to change the game 
due to unforeseen events, chang-
es in public opinion and the fact that 
electorates are often quick to forget 
certain things.
Past elections are full of examples 
of unforeseen events changing the 
election. No one could have pre-
dicted the effects of Mitt Romney’s 
47 percent video, the damage Tina 
Fey’s impression of Sarah Palin had 
on McCain’s campaign or Howard 
Dean’s comical cheer bringing his 
demise. Each of these events con-
tributed to these candidates los-
ing their elections—whether any of 
these events were valid reasons for 
a candidate to lose is an entirely dif-
ferent matter.
Furthermore, in an arena where so 
many people are vying for attention, 
pseudo-events and sensationalism 
are bound to happen. It’s already 
happened a few times this early in 
the race. Take Rudy Giuliani’s recent 
statement that he doesn’t believe 
President Obama is patriotic. Such a 
scandal is doubly advantageous for 
Giuliani if he does run for the presi-
dency because it enables him to get 
lots of media attention and credibil-
ity with conservative voters without 
hurting his chances with more mod-
erate voters because, by the time 
the race is in full swing, hardly any-
one will remember the scandal.
Another current example of a sen-
sational event that will probably have 
no effect on the nominating process 
is the revelation last week about Hill-
ary Clinton’s email account while she 
was Secretary of State. Even if she 
did violate the law by using her per-
sonal email, this will probably not 
have any real effect on her presumed 
candidacy since she is so well 
known, very popular among Demo-
crats and, to come back to my ear-
lier point, because even the early pri-
mary elections are so far away. Other 
events will get in the way that cause 
people to forget about this one.
With news media often struggling 
to find newsworthy events to fill time, 
it is no wonder that there is already 
focus on the next presidential elec-
tion. The problem with this media at-
tention is that nothing that happens 
now will have any consequence on 
the outcome of any election, not 
even the primaries.
We must wait at least until people 
officially declare their candidacies 
for office before we make any judg-
ments about their actions or their in-
tentions. Otherwise, the demand 
for sensationalism and cynicism will 
continue to grow. The issues that 
matter, such as what a candidate’s 
actual positions are, will be over-
shadowed by controversial com-
ments that were deliberately said to 
gain attention. The presidential race 
has become too much of a popular-
ity contest and less of a real election 
based on critical assessments of our 
nation’s next leader. To put it bluntly, 
the current climate of the presidential 
election is sometimes ridiculous.
There is an easy way to restore 
the dignity and the legitimacy of the 
presidential election, and it is to not 
pay attention to the race until a few 
months leading up to the primary 
elections, thereby blocking out most 
of the trivial, sensational hoopla.
IT’S TOO EARLY TO PREDICT THE PRESIDENTIAL RACE
B y  M I C H A E L    
         G R E E N B L AT T
If they feel comfortable, women need to reclaim hurtful terms.
OPINIONS trailops@pugetsound.edu    March 13, 2015 7
COPY EDITING AND FACT CHECKING/THOMAS OVERTON
Students voice their opinions on this year’s ASUPS presidential a vice presidential candidates. 
“I’m voting for Austin and Alissa because I think 
they combined have the most experience both in 
broad leadership roles and ASUPS. In addition, I 
believe they are people of action and not merely 
talk and their values align with my own. I have 
faith that they are the best candidates to lead our 
school.
—Caroline Harris
“I look up to both Alexia and Sergio for maintain-
ing amazing leadership positions. I believe they 
will carry these titles with them into their positions 
in offi  ce and will only help to benefi t the Puget 
Sound campus greatly.
—Hailey Greer
“I’m voting for [Nakisha Renée Jones] because 
I think there is a lot of potential for ASUPS to 
be more proactive in its advocacy for the most 
marginalized students on our campus. It’s no 
secret that many students feel unsafe and 
unwelcome here, and that is unacceptable. I’m 
deeply concerned by problematic structures 
and attitudes at Puget Sound that need to be 
addressed, and I think Nakisha has demon-
strated time and again that she is committed 
to advocating for marginalized students, and 
to enacting substantive change on campus. 
We need someone as committed and driven as 
Nakisha to be in a position of leadership to see 
that the necessary changes happen.
—Lindsey Conrad
“I’m voting for Tim and Kaitlyn for ASUPS President 
and Vice President because they are experienced, 
driven and responsible candidates. I believe that 
they are fully capable of representing and caring for 
our student body.
—Marissa Irish
The Trail believes that the ASUPS President and Vice-President elected should 
espouse values of inclusion, access and justice. The elected individuals should 
also have a strong record of support for student clubs and organizations, coupled 
wi th  ev idence of  act ion on beha l f  o f  those c lubs and organ izat ions. 
As such, The Trail formally endorses Nakisha Renée Jones and Kaitlyn Val-
lance for ASUPS President and ASUPS Vice President, respectively.
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 Don’t forget
     to vote!
Voting for ASUPS
ends this Saturday
at 6 p.m.!
Every single one of us contrib-
utes to the trash in the ocean. We 
buy food packaged in small plastic 
containers, toys, tools and many 
other disposable plastic items. 
The issue is that not everybody 
is aware of where this garbage is 
going. 
You may imagine it ending up 
in landfi ll, which seems harmless 
to a certain extent because it is 
all contained in one place. How-
ever, trash has a way of traveling 
and fl ows through various water-
ways, ultimately ending up in the 
vast oceans. 
Sea Captain Charles Moore ap-
peared on campus to give a pre-
sentation on his most recent ven-
ture into the middle of the ocean 
and discoveries about the trash he 
found there. 
In 2014, Moore set out on his 
10th expedition on a research ves-
sel with several other scientists. 
This trip was to commemorate 
his 20 years of research on plastic 
pollution in marine environments. 
In a nutshell, Captain Moore 
spoke briefl y about his past re-
search, and focused on his most 
recent fi ndings. Through fi lm clips, 
narration and accompanying facts 
from Moore and audience ques-
tions at end, Moore was able to 
paint a picture of his fi ndings and 
bring the audience on the voyage 
through the Pacifi c with him. 
Moore’s team was conducting 
garbage samplings from areas 
near and within the East garbage 
patch. 
From their research vessel, they 
towed two types of nets to gather 
plastic, one at the surface and a 
weighted one that stayed 10 me-
ters below the water’s surface. 
After a certain amount of time, 
they removed the nets and emp-
tied the contents into a container 
to be examined. 
With a team of scientists of vary-
ing specialties, they took mea-
surements, took samples from lo-
cal fi sh and performed chemical 
evaluations. 
“365 days a year, the ocean is 
trying to spit out this garbage,” 
Moore said. 
Anyone who has taken part in a 
beach cleanup will understand just 
how much plastic and other trash 
accumulates on a beach, and it 
can be quite shocking. Accord-
ing to Moore, the most common 
identifi able debris he came across 
in the garbage patch was a bottle 
cap, and the most common fi sh-
ing garbage is an eel trap. 
Moore also described the phe-
nomenon known as ‘marine 
snow,’ tiny plastic fi bers tangled 
and intertwined with dead plank-
ton. 
He mentioned the sobering fact 
that humans have essentially put 
marine animals on a plastic diet. 
Another particularly depressing 
phenomenon is that of ‘ghost fi sh-
ing,’ where old fi shing nets have 
been thrown out but continue to 
ensnare organisms as they fl oat in 
the ocean. 
Moore referred to microplastics 
as ‘smog in the ocean’ as he deliv-
ered to the audience a devastating 
fact: we are sending 16,000 tons 
of trash into the ocean daily. 
By 2025, he estimates that the 
statistic will have risen to 160,000 
tons per day.
Throughout the presentation, 
Moore compared his fi ndings from 
his 1999 voyage to his most re-
cent (2014) one, which made for 
some shocking comparisons. For 
example, in 1999 he estimated 
that (within radius of the garbage 
patch) the ratio of plastic to plank-
ton was 6:1 and in 2014 he esti-
mated that the ratio had gone up 
to 600:1 (plastic to plankton). 
On one of his fi rst trawls in 1999 
the team collected the same 
amount of plastic bits in four hours 
that they did in just half an hour in 
2014.  
“The fi rst time I heard about the 
plastic in the Pacifi c Gyre, fi ve or 
so years ago, they estimated it 
was the size of Texas,” sopho-
more attendee Becky Shelton 
said. “Last night Captain Moore 
said the plastic mass had grown 
larger than the continental US. It 
really made me think twice about 
getting a yogurt cup from the 
sub this morning.” 
It can be daunting when con-
fronted by these depressing sta-
tistics about the human impact 
on the oceans. However, aware-
ness is the fi rst step toward 
change.
Sierra Club and Surfrider Foun-
dation were also represented at 
the well-attended event.
Moore also spoke about the 
nonprofi t he started, Algalita. The 
organization’s webpage states 
that “Algalita envisions a marine 
environment that is healthy, sus-
tainable and productive for all liv-
ing creatures, free from plastic pol-
lution.” 
Through education and re-
search, the organization aims to 
protect marine environments. 
Whether you have known about 
garbage in the ocean for years, 
or have just fi rst heard about it by 
reading this, spread awareness. It 
will take a lot of attention, dedica-
tion, and motivation for us to help 
heal the oceans we have—and 
are in the process of—trashing, 
both literally and metaphorically. 
THE OCEAN’S NEW PLASTIC DIET:
UPDATES
ON THE GREAT  PACIFIC 
GARBAGE PATCH
B y  R O S A  B R A N D T
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WHAT DO YOU THINK 
ABOUT THE SUB?
The food of the Wheelock Stu-
dent Building has always been a 
topic strongly debated by stu-
dents; however, the debate was 
heightened when the S.U.B. 
was renovated last summer. 
Because the S.U.B. is the 
only eating option for many on-
campus students, it is neces-
sary that it be an institution will-
ing to accept feedback, and the 
best way to initiate any kind of 
change is to start a conversa-
tion. 
50 students were polled over 
the course of last week in or-
der to collect information on the 
overall student opinions of the 
cafeteria food in the S.U.B.  The 
fi rst of the questions was “Do 
you think that the renovations 
of the S.U.B. were an improve-
ment over last year’s S.U.B.?”
In this case, students who 
were not here last year, such as 
transfer or fi rst-year students, 
were put into the N/A catego-
ry.  Of the students who did re-
spond, 40 percent said that the 
renovations were an improve-
ment, and 60 percent said that 
they were not.
The next question asked “If 
you could design your own 
station, what would it serve?” 
This question allowed students 
to think creatively about what 
changes they would make to the 
cafeteria if they could. 
The responses for this ques-
tion varied widely, though a few 
stations were consistently an-
swered. The number one re-
quested station was fresh fruits 
and vegetables, followed shortly 
behind by a vegetarian station. 
Other popular choices were In-
dian, Dessert, Sushi and All-Day 
Breakfast stations. 
There were also other inter-
esting suggestions that may 
be worth investigating, such as 
Jewish and Mediterranean food.
The fi nal question was an 
open-ended one that asked for 
any concerns or suggestions 
to be made to the S.U.B. as a 
whole.
While almost every answer was 
diff erent, there was a theme in 
the responses. Many students 
asked for food made with fewer 
oils, while others simply asked 
for better quality food.
“The allergy-free station is so 
popular because they make ev-
erything from scratch—it’s not 
all prepackaged. That’s what I 
would like to see more of,” one 
student said. 
Comments like this revealed 
an underlying desire for health-
ier options, which is also sup-
ported by so many students 
choosing fresh fruits and veg-
etables as their personally de-
signed stations.
Non-food related comments 
were received as well. One stu-
dent wished that the stations 
would stay open for longer pe-
riods of time, while many stu-
dents expressed annoyance 
with the layout of the new S.U.B. 
“It used to be so easy to drop 
off  your plates, but now—it 
doesn’t matter where you are 
sitting—it’s out of the way for 
everyone,” one student lament-
ed.
Despite these concerns, not all 
feedback was negative. Many 
students commented on the 
quality of the staff , and there 
were excellent reviews of the 
new soda machines, so long as 
they are working.
Above all, this polling process 
revealed the students’ willing-
ness to share opinions about 
the food; it is just a matter of 
fi nding the right platform to 
share them in. 
There are already comment 
cards near the checkout lines, 
but perhaps there is a better 
way to engage students in this 
ongoing conversation.
Tacoma has a wide variety and 
of entertainment opportunities, 
particularly in the theater scene. 
These provide educational and 
fun entertainment, usually for 
cheap. Most of this information 
was provided by Gabriel Brown 
of Spaceworks, a company 
dedicated to helping artists get 
their businesses started, and 
Nick Spencer ’12 of Petrichor 
Theatre Lab, his own company 
that is dedicated to developing 
new theater  works in Tacoma.
Broadway Center - Mulitple
A collection of four theatres—
Pantages, Rialto, Theatre on the 
Square and Tacoma Foundry—
which have existed over a cen-
tury! Multiple events throughout 
the year from opera to plays to 
musicals to concerts to much 
more. Also the home for North-
west Sinfonietta, Puget Sound 
Revels, Tacoma City Ballet, Ta-
coma Concert Band, Tacoma 
Symphony Orchestra and Ta-
coma Youth Symphony. Off ers a 
student rate of any show for $10 
when you show up two hours 
prior with your student ID. www.
broadwaycenter.org
Tacoma Little Theatre - Drama
This theatre has brought won-
derful plays, musicals and youth 
camps to Tacomans for near-
ly a century. Find a wide range 
of classics to new shows, trag-
edies to comedies, plays to 
musicals, etc. Tickets are usu-
ally $10-20. Upcoming: www.
tacomalittletheatre.com
Warehouse - Music
This group is more music-
based, dedicated to bringing 
high-quality shows to Tacoma. 
They range from secret house 
shows to candle-lit acoustic 
sets to full-out concert events. 
They only have shows about 
once a month, but each con-
cert is worth it and a must-see. 
They’ve been around for about 
six years but have gotten won-
derful reviews from the locals 
and regulars who follow them. 
www.thewarehousetacoma.
com
Barefoot Collective - Dance
This is a dance group that per-
forms modern-style dances that 
are pretty crazy but well done. 
The collective was founded 
about four years ago by Puget 
Sound alumna Stephanie Ped-
erson (also one of the founders 
of RDG), dedicated to bringing 
the community together through 
dance. They’re currently on 
hold, but performances usu-
ally happen fairly often in vari-
ous venues around town. www.
barefootcollective.org
Gritty City Sirens - Adult
If you’re looking for entertain-
ment that’s a little more pro-
vocative, this 5-year-old group 
delivers quality humorous bur-
lesque in full and lavish produc-
tions. They collaborate with a 
lot of the other groups as well, 
and if you’re 21+ you will have 
a lot of fun. As they say on their 
Facebook page, they “are seri-
ous about putting the T and A 
back into Tacoma.”
AB Pure Entertainment - Adult
If you’re looking for more drag-
style shows, these guys are the 
ones to check out. They’ve only 
been around about a year, but 
their shows are top-quality, a lot 
of fun and feature a lot of local 
artists. A particular favorite is 
the AWOL Brigade, drag kings 
with their own spin-off  perfor-
mances. AB performs monthly 
at Malarkey’s Pool Hall. www.ta-
coma.gaycities.com
Blue Mouse Cinema - Film
This is the oldest cinema in 
Washington State! Though of-
ten a step behind the larger cin-
emas, the fi lms are really aff ord-
able and a great way to catch 
one if you missed it. Probably 
the highlight here is The Rocky 
Horror Picture Show off ered the 
second and fourth Saturdays of 
every month, complete with live 
performers. Nick Spencer ‘12, 
who also performed once for 
the show, said, “Every Logger 
ought to have that experience 
at least once.” www.bluemous-
etheatre.com
Grand Cinema - Film
This cinema is a non-profi t or-
ganization that shows indepen-
dent, foreign and local fi lms for 
a great low price. They host a lot 
of special events and fi lm festi-
vals, and even off er a fi lm series 
on Tuesdays of whatever spe-
cial they want to show (docu-
mentary, animated, classic, etc). 
Locals follow the fi lms pretty 
ecstatically, especially the fi lm 
series. They also off er a student 
discount and fantastic popcorn! 
www.grandcinema.com
Other entertainment venues:
Honorable Mentions – Working 
Class Theatre – Tacoma Youth 
Theatre – Tacoma Musical Play-
house – Lakewood Playhouse – 
Tacoma Actors Repertory The-
atre – Muh Grog Zoo (four-man 
improv troupe) – Dukesbay The-
atre – New Muses Theatre Com-
pany – Toy Boat Theatre Com-
pany – Petrichor Theatre Lab
Overwhelmed yet? This is evi-
dence that if you say you have 
nothing to do tonight, you’re 
not paying attention. Be sure to 
keep your ears open for word 
on one of these amazing com-
panies. The locals are passion-
ate about each of them, as they 
seek to provide quality enter-
tainment that inspires, enlight-
ens, entertains and refreshes 
the community. They off er expe-
riences that will provide unique 
moments for you to cherish in 
your years here at Puget Sound.
FL
EA
FL
EAMARKET
& FIELDHOUSE FULL OFAWESOME STUFF
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  P U G E T  S O U N D  WO M E N ’ S  L E A G U E  4 7 T H  A N N U A L
MARCH 21, 2015
SATURDAY | 9 - 4 PM 
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ADMISSION GOES 
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Tacoma artist KIM ARCHER 
performing 1-2:30
FOLLOW US  ON  FACEBOOK .  PUGET SOUND WOMEN ’S  LEAGUE    .    ’  
B y  J A C Q U I E  H A R R O
DIFFERENT 
STAGES OF 
TACOMA 
ENTERTAIN-
MENT
If you could design your own station, what would it serve?
Do you think that 
the renovations of 
the S.U.B. were an 
improvement over last 
year’s S.U.B.?
Located on the intersection of 
6th Avenue and South Cedar 
Street, Tandem Gear is a relatively 
inconspicuous shop between Ca-
sual Comfort Futons & Mattress-
es and Le Chat Noir Salon & Spa. 
Without knowledge as to its re-
tail, one might think it was a bicy-
cle or athletic shop. In the display 
windows are mostly clothes that 
do not draw attention to them-
selves, and nothing about the 
sign or design of the shop’s front 
seems particularly unusual. Inside 
is somewhat of a different story.
Tandem Gear holds not only a 
high quantity but also a large vari-
ety of items from anal trainer butt-
plug sets to steampunk corsets 
and everything in between. In an 
interview with The Trail, Tandem 
Gear owner Doug Gonzales de-
scribed the store as a place where 
members of the GLBT, kink and 
fetish communities can get mate-
rial needs met that might be im-
possible elsewhere.
“This is also the place where we 
point [people with questions] in 
the right direction without having 
to go to Seattle all the time,” he 
said.
When explaining the perception 
of groups such as the kink and fe-
tish communities in the area, Gon-
zales pointed out how frequently 
misconceptions about both com-
munities are perpetuated.
“People sort of assume that 
what draws people to the BDSM, 
leather or kink community is some 
kind of emotional or mental is-
sue… What we try to let people 
know is ‘No, that’s sort of the het-
eronormative definition of who we 
are, and you don’t have to let that 
define you,’” Gonzales said.
The film 50 Shades of Grey is, 
according to Gonzales, an inac-
curate portrayal of BDSM culture 
because it states that BDSM is 
an activity or lifestyle taken up by 
those who are psychologically or 
emotionally traumatized.
“It’s very common for people 
to come... asking us questions 
about ‘Well this is what I like to 
do, is there something wrong with 
the fact that I like that?’” Gonza-
les explained. “We try to let them 
know… it’s okay to like what you 
like as long as it’s safe and con-
sensual.”
When discussing the relation-
ship between these communities 
and the shop, Gonzales says that 
the mere presence of the store in 
such a public place as 6th Avenue 
is its own sort of action toward 
visibility and acceptance.
The public nature of the shop, 
as well as its location between a 
salon and a mattress store, are 
indicators to shoppers that such 
products are not meant to be 
bought covertly or with shame.
“By being present, we sort of 
normalize the fact that this life-
style does exist,” Gonzales told 
The Trail. “We’re not in the shad-
ows; we don’t hide… the fact that 
this is a very obvious place lets 
people know that it’s a safe place 
to come.”
While intent on maintaining a 
firm presence within the Tacoma 
community, Gonzales also ex-
pressed his concern over respect 
for the surrounding community. 
“We try to respect the sensibili-
ties of the neighborhood in which 
we exist, because in general that’s 
how we live our lifestyle,” Gonza-
les said. “Out of respect for the 
neighborhood, and because chil-
dren walk past the shop to get to 
school, we put clothes in the win-
dow, not toys.” 
Gonzales went on to explain that 
this respectability helps ensure 
the longevity of the store, as it is 
much less likely to be criticized 
when its products are not forced 
on the community.
Alongside visibility and respect 
for the community, Gonzales also 
emphasized one more aspect of 
the store—specifically, its ability to 
validate its customers. 
The example he gave was that of 
a transgender customer in search 
of fitting underwear, and the op-
portunity to provide apparel that 
such a customer might otherwise 
be unable to find. 
“I guess it sounds simplistic, 
but every time a transgender per-
son [buys fitting underwear] and 
they walk out of here feeling like 
they’ve been affirmed about the 
inherent dignity of who they are as 
a human being, that’s a triumph,” 
Gonzales said.
Ultimately, Gonzales describes 
the store as filling a “community 
need, not just a consumer need.” 
The shop sells physical items, 
ranging from books about bond-
age to men’s jockstraps, but for 
the kink, fetish, leather and GLBT 
communities of the South Sound, 
Tandem Gear is selling not just in-
struments of pleasure, but also 
visibility and respect, and by ex-
tension, validation.
“Who’s to say that love needs to 
be soft and gentle?” 
Truer words were never spoken. 
This is just one of the memora-
ble quotes from our kinky film of 
the week. This week we will take 
a look at the sado-masochistic 
office romance portrayed in the 
2002 film Secretary, adapted from 
the short story in Mary Gaitskill’s 
1988 book Bad Behavior.
The film, directed by Steven 
Shainberg, follows Lee Hollo-
way (Maggie Gyllenhaal), a young 
woman who comes from a neu-
rotic family and suffers from an ill-
ness of self-mutilation, and Mr. E. 
Edward Grey (James Spader), a 
lawyer who is in no way related to 
Christian from the kinky 2015 film 
the title of which shall not be men-
tioned in this article.
After being released from treat-
ment at a mental hospital for cut-
ting and burning herself, Lee 
takes typing classes and looks for 
work while under the care of her 
overprotective mother (Lesley Ann 
Warren) and alcoholic father (Ste-
phen McHattie). She interviews 
with Mr. Grey and becomes his 
secretary (no surprises there). 
Mr. Grey is dominant and obses-
sive and Lee is incredibly submis-
sive. When Lee’s work falls short 
of perfection, Mr. Grey punishes 
her to correct her mistakes. Lee 
is intrigued by Mr. Grey and be-
gins to desire him over her re-
cently acquired boyfriend, Peter 
(Jeremy Davies). She craves his 
punishments and as a result pur-
posefully makes mistakes so that 
Mr. Grey will call her into his office 
to discipline her. Mr. Grey catches 
wind of Lee’s antics and decides 
to call the relationship off by firing 
her. After realizing what it is that 
she is attracted to, Lee is deter-
mined to win Mr. Grey back. 
As with any mainstream film 
about kink or BDSM, there will be 
problematic characteristics and 
Secretary was no exception.
The most blatant issue in the film 
is the sexual harassment behavior 
coupled with the power dynam-
ic between a boss and subordi-
nate that is somehow neutralized 
by their loving relationship. This 
aside, the protagonist, Lee, por-
trays the female submissive as 
an unstable woman who has a 
Freudian desire for a strong male 
figure because of her own “daddy 
issues.” As a result, the film con-
tinues to perpetuate stereotypes 
regarding the female submissive; 
reinforcing the male dominance 
and female submission roles in 
job situations where women are 
maids, nurses and secretaries, 
which is sub-par (no pun intend-
ed).
That being said, I think that the 
film also depicts the female sub-
missive character as strong-willed 
and not just a sitting duck.
“Lee starts ‘topping from the 
bottom’ by deliberately making 
typing mistakes so that her domi-
nant will ‘punish’ her some more,” 
Catherine Scott said in an article 
published by Bitch Magazine.
Lee creates a power exchange 
with her dominant, making her 
less of a “submissive” and more 
of a “switch:” someone who likes 
being dominant and submissive. 
In this way, Lee becomes her 
own version of a powerful woman 
by learning about what she likes 
about being a submissive and 
getting what she wants when she 
wants it. Most importantly, she is 
not a victim. 
Scott adds that this relationship 
between Lee and Mr. Grey “im-
plies a constant flow of power be-
tween two partners, rather than 
a black-and-white ‘conquer/sur-
render’ model. It also reminds us 
that there’s a lot more to BDSM 
than just dominants on top, sub-
missives on the bottom and no 
switchies.”
Overall, the film avoids being 
overly porn-y by casting Gyllen-
haal as the protagonist and dress-
ing her in conservative, office-ap-
propriate clothing. The nudity and 
sex scenes are tastefully done 
and sprinkled with dark humour, 
which makes them all the more 
appealing. 
At the end of the day, it’s a nice 
change of pace to see a popular 
film where ‘deviant’ sex practices 
are celebrated and not punished.
By  GREGORY
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The Happy Trail is The Trail’s weekly sex column that seeks to inform the community on issues related to sexuality and gender by addressing these topics in an education-based way. 
Our mission is to make the campus a safer place by normalizing and demystifying topics like safer sex practices, sexualities, kinks and polyamory, while shedding light on topics like trans 
rights, sexual and domestic violence, gender inequalities and intersectionality. Happy Trail correspondents are not medical professionals; if you have a medical concern contact CHWS 
or a local clinic. Otherwise, direct your sexuality and gender questions to trailheyyou@pugetsound.edu. Respond to Happy Trail articles in the form of a letter to the editor sent to trail@
pugetsound.edu.
TANDEM SEX SHOP 
  STOCKS UP SIXTH AVE.
“The most blatant is-
sue in the film is the 
sexual harassment 
behavior coupled with 
the power dynamic 
between a boss and 
subordinate that is 
somehow neutralized 
by their loving
 relationship.
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“The film avoids be-
ing overly porn-y by 
casting Gyllenhaal as 
the protagonist and 
dressing her in 
conservative, 
o f f i c e - a p p ro p r i a t e 
clothing.
KINKY FILM SERIES IN REVIEW: SECRETARY, 
AN ALTERNATIVE TO FIFTY SHADES
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Career and Employment Services (CES) is open during Spring Break!
Take advantage of the opportunity to meet with a career advisor and map out your summer job, internship, or 
post-graduation job search strategy! Call253.879.3161 to schedule an appointment.
THE GENEVA FOUNDATION
Clinical Trials Interns (IL# 44255) pro-
vide administrative support to re-
search teams.
 
BRIGADE
Software Engineering Intern - Android (LJ#24876): 
Tackle society’s problems with technology. Build 
socially-conscious apps in San Francisco, and make 
great money doing it!
253RD STREET
Music Journalist Interns (IL# 44294) con-
duct interviews and develop news stories 
about Tacoma’s music culture.
 
DAVITA
Part-time Patient Referral Coordinators (LJ # 24693): 
Flexible opportunity working with a healthcare leader 
in downtown Tacoma.
 
KBTC PUBLIC TELEVISION
Camp Teachers (LJ# 24879) lead 
classes as part of KBTC’s Ready to 
Learn Spring Break Camp, March 
30 to April 3. 
TACOMA RESCUE MISSION
Education Data Specialist (LJ# 24892): Part-
time position collecting and analyzing educa-
tion data for local a non-profit.
 
WANT TO SEE YOUR AD HERE?
EMAIL TRAIL@PUGETSOUND.EDU
The Trail reserves the right to refuse to publish any ads with discriminatory, explicit or oﬀ ensive content. Up to 60 
words printed free unless you are asking for more than $500, in which case we ask for 5 percent.
ACCESS LOGGERJOBS (LJ) AND INTERNSHIPLINK (IL) FROM PUGETSOUND.EDU/CES
WHAT ARE TRAIL STAFF MEMBERS DOING THIS SPRING BREAK?
GOING ON A QUEST TO 
FIND  THE PERFECT LATTE.
BALANCING OUR 
BUDGET TO MAKE SURE 
FUTURE ISSUES WILL 
CONTINUE TO BE 
PRODUCED.
BREAKING IT DOWN ON
THE DANCE FLOOR.
BINGE WATCHING THE
FOOD NETWORK.
TRYING A VARIETY OF BEVERAGES 
IN A VARIETY OF SETTINGS.
COMBATTING THE 
PATRIARCHY WITH
INFORMED DIALOGUE
AND SASS.  
GOING CRAZY ON
ST. PATRICK’S DAY.
Students are rejoic-ing across the nation now that they can fi -nally give more mon-
ey to the institutions that are 
so desperately in need of mon-
ey: colleges. Yes, colleges that 
are just barely able to scrape by 
are getting the help they need. 
Do you realize how hard it is to 
count all the money they make 
already from students? It’s very 
hard. It’s clearly harder than 
playing a full-length basketball 
game. And yet all these college 
athletes do is whine and com-
plain. 
It has been reported that 
these people are even suff er-
ing career-ending injuries from 
this work. No, I’m not talking 
about the players. I’m talking 
about the people who have to 
count the huge piles of money! 
They are now suff ering because 
of how heavy all the money they 
have to hold is. 
It’s a tragedy and it’s only fair 
that on top of the millions in tu-
ition colleges receive that they 
also get a few million on the 
side as well to help them with 
their injuries. After all, America 
is all about rewarding the hard 
work of these poor, overworked 
colleges that are just trying to 
get by in a world that is clearly 
so punishing to them.
This year’s March Madness 
is the only chance they have 
to make it somehow, and it is 
shaping up to be an even more 
exciting one than years be-
fore. There is nothing more fun 
than watching college-aged 
kids sacrifi ce their bodies while 
earning millions of dollars for 
each of their respective schools 
all in order to support the peo-
ple who have really earned it. 
However, some might say that 
these college-aged kids possi-
bly deserve “compensation” or 
“fair pay.” 
People making this argument, 
or “hippie communists” as 
some have called them, are just 
using this opportunity to spread 
the wealth. Besides, these kids 
are already mooching off  these 
noble colleges with the schol-
arships they are being given. 
“Wait,” you may say “but half of 
these kids don’t graduate any-
way because of how much time 
they must devote to a team that 
is eff ectively robbing them.”
This logic is coming to us 
from needy, untalented wel-
fare cheats. I was able to dunk 
once, so it can’t be that hard. 
Sure, I had to use a trampo-
line to do it but it’s still basi-
cally the same. Besides it’s not 
like NCAA basketball is very 
good, right? I play pick-up with 
my friends all the time and you 
don’t see me asking for money 
from my school. Sure, we could 
only play for 10 minutes since 
we are out of shape but it’s still 
basically the same. 
Now some will say that these 
people are making money not 
just from ticket sales but also 
from it being televised with ad-
vertisements. But that’s just 
dumb. I mean if we start paying 
people it’ll take the romance out 
of the game. Nothing is more 
nostalgic than seeing America 
go back to its roots by watching 
it subjugate those around them 
in order to entertain the mass-
es through television. You know 
what I’m saying? It’s all for the 
love of the game. 
Before you know it, people will 
be calling for us to pay dogs at 
dog shows for their performanc-
es. Yeah, I just compared col-
lege athletes to dogs. I clearly 
view them that way and want to 
continue getting every bit of en-
tertainment I want out of them. 
Wait, that may have come out 
wrong… I mean… go sports?
It’s offi  cial—junior Benny “DJ Dorito Fingers” Jor-genson has been crowned Inaugural Trashboi by 
campus radio executives. 
“No, I’m the Trashboi!” Kent 
“DJ Purple Nurple” Emerson, 
the current presiding Trashboi, 
said when asked his opinion on 
the newly crowned Trashboi.
Radio executives sat DJ Pur-
ple Nurple down in their of-
fi ce and calmly explained to 
him that his Trashboi reign 
only lasted a year, and that the 
crown had to be handed over. 
DJ Purple Nurple responded 
to these remarks by shower-
ing himself with a 20 oz. can of 
Red Bull and yelling “Trashboi 
forever!” He then proceeded to 
crush the Red Bull can, throw 
it at radio manager Tam Rich-
man’s face, and storm out of 
the offi  ce.
“Classic Purp Nurp,” Rich-
man laughed as she dabbed 
a small amount of blood from 
her forehead, “of course it was 
hard to choose a new Trash-
boi when we have such 
a solid one currently pre-
siding. But we all agreed 
that DJ Dorito Fin-
gers exhibited the right 
Trashboi qualities when 
we were deciding who 
would take the crown af-
ter DJ Purple Nurple.”
Radio executives 
said that in order to be 
crowned Trashboi, the 
candidate must have 
DJed a campus radio 
show for at least one se-
mester.
DJ Dorito Fingers is 
currently in his third se-
mester of DJing a show 
on Fridays from 1-3 a.m. 
called “Sensual Celes-
tial,” where he exclusively 
remixes the Space Jam 
soundtrack. You can 
hear his version of “Bas-
ketball Jones” slowed 
down to half-tempo and 
mixed with audio bits 
from the feature fi lm 50 
Shades of Grey on the 
radio’s SoundCloud.com 
account. 
Additionally, Trashboi 
candidates are chosen 
based on observed be-
havior throughout the 
course of their time on 
campus. 
Radio social me-
dia manager Maggie 
Simpson remembered 
the fi rst time she noted 
DJ Dorito Fingers as 
a future candidate for 
Trashboi.
“It was about a year 
ago,” Simpson said. 
“My friend and I had 
just been at some ca-
reer event where they 
gave us large slices of 
pizza on paper plates. 
So we took the pizza 
outside and sat down 
at a table. Suddenly, 
we see DJ Dorito Fin-
gers skateboarding 
down a hill right at us 
in this, like, ironic Tom-
my Bahama shirt. Any-
way, he skates by us 
so fast that it knocks 
my friend’s pizza right 
out of his hands and 
onto the concrete. DJ 
Dorito Fingers start-
ed laughing and I told 
my friend ‘that kid is 
a Trashboi if I’ve ever 
seen one.’”
Electronic DJ Brett Michael-
son claims to have almost im-
mediately categorized DJ Dori-
to Fingers as a Trashboi when 
they were randomly selected 
as roommates their freshman 
year. “His personality can best 
be described as a combina-
tion between Ashton Kutcher 
on ‘Punk’d’ and Guy Fieri. Al-
though, there was one week 
where he exclusively commu-
nicated to me in quotes from 
Fast and Furious, so I’m not 
sure where that falls.”
When radio manager Rich-
man texted DJ Dorito Fingers 
to congratulate him on his im-
pending honor, he didn’t re-
spond for 24 hours. Richman 
sent the message again to 
ensure he received the mes-
sage. DJ Dorito Fingers then 
responded with a money stack 
emoji, an eggplant emoji and 
another money stack emoji.
When asked via e-mail for a 
comment regarding his recent 
crowning, DJ Dorito Fingers 
responded a week later with 
only a YouTube video of a gold-
en retriever with human hands 
and a birthday hat eating a hot-
dog.
The Combat Zone is intended to be a satirical work. The views and opinions expressed by the Combat Zone do not necessarily refl ect those of The Puget Sound 
Trail, ASUPS, concerned parties or the University of Puget Sound. Please submit compliments or complaints in the form of letters to the editor. 
COMBAT ZONEtrailcz@pugetsound.edu      March 13, 201512
PAGE DESIGN/SARA HARVEY
By MICHELLE 
  LOSERBY
MARCH MADNESS GIVES STUDENTS THE
DELIGHTFUL OPPORTUNITY TO PAY MORE
B y  H U T C H 
           T H E  G R E AT
PHOTO COURTESY/MATT SKLAR
RADIO STATION CROWNS NEW OFFICIAL
 UNIVERSITY TRASHBOI
Anatomy of 
a Trashboi
Another St. Patrick’s Day has come and gone, and many Americans urge the 
government to recognize the 
celebration as an official holi-
day. With such a high percent-
age of citizens having Irish an-
cestry, most believe March 17 
should be respected on a na-
tional scale.
Reporters interviewed mem-
bers of the Puget Sound com-
munity to see where they stood 
on the current event. Ultimate-
ly, most agreed that declar-
ing March 17 an official holiday 
would benefit the nation for a 
variety of reasons. 
Those not of Irish descent 
found the holiday an excellent 
excuse to embrace other cul-
tures. They enjoyed an opportu-
nity to support the old traditions 
of two-for-one Jell-O shots and 
pinching strangers.
“I’m not Irish, but I have a lot 
of them as friends,” Thomas 
Pendleton said. “Normally, we 
go out and drink pretty heavi-
ly, so at the very least I’d like to 
have the day after St. Patrick’s 
Day off. As a rule of thumb, 
any chance I get to binge drink 
green liquid, I take.”
Others felt the holiday creat-
ed a sense of camaraderie be-
tween them and Irish friends.
“Thanks to St. Paddy I feel 
more connected with my co-
worker, Jin,” Arnold Koehler 
said. “I could have sworn he 
was Korean, but then he wore 
a “Kiss me I’m Irish” shirt to the 
office and it really cleared things 
up for me!”
Apart from the positive experi-
ences of community members, 
others want to emphasize that 
by the government not declar-
ing St. Patrick’s Day a national 
holiday, the Irish community will 
continue to feel like second-rate 
citizens. 
“I met two tan, blonde Irish-
women last night at a bar last 
night, and had a really lovely 
time,” Don Horowitz said. “But, 
while they slurred their way 
through their second karaoke 
session of ‘Firework’ that night, 
I realized that they must have 
been trying to mask the oppres-
sion they were really feeling.” 
Reporters expanded their in-
vestigation to examine the ef-
fects the holiday has on the 
economy. Local barkeeps re-
ported the holiday to be the 
most lucrative day of the year, a 
testimony to the importance of 
the festivities. This statistic also 
reinforces the stereotype of the 
drunken Irish, an important cli-
ché among America’s collection 
of stereotypes.
Local costume stores see a 
peak in profits that rivals Hal-
loween with t-shirts, shamrock 
beads and leprechaun hats 
reaching year-high sales. With-
out the holiday, for what pur-
poses would these important 
commodities be put to use?
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SAINT PATRICK’S DAY ON ITS WAY TO BECOMING 
NATIONAL HOLIDAY
By COWMAN 
    BLACKMAILER
Saint Patrick: I’m not sure who gives out greeting cards for this holiday, but that’s as good an indication 
as any that we should make this thing official. Who else is with me? PHOTO COURTESY/MATT SKLAR
March madness: (n.) tournament of 65 college basketball teams, with the last 
team left being the National Col-
lege Athletic Association Division 
I Champion; (n.) a period of de-
pression and insanity caused by 
the unwavering cold and darkness 
between deep winter and spring; 
seasonal affective disorder.
It’s that time of year where it’s 
cold and dark and we start to re-
sent our friends who live in Los An-
geles. We quit smoking cigarettes 
because it’s too cold to smoke out-
side. We stay in and watch movies 
on Netflix. Some people call this 
phenomenon “winter blues,” but 
its true scientific name is Seasonal 
Affective Disorder (SAD). 
Each year, there are three million 
cases of SAD. More people suffer 
from Seasonal Affective Disorder 
than from all other illnesses com-
bined. That’s scary stuff. Here are 
ways to treat Seasonal Affective 
Disorder. Disclaimer: I don’t have 
an MD, but I do have WebMD. 
-Sunlamp: Some scientists and 
aunts believe that Seasonal Affec-
tive Disorder is caused by a lack 
of Vitamin D. One way to get Vita-
min D is to get a sunlamp. I don’t 
have a sunlamp, so I settle for the 
fluorescent lights in my living room.
-Space heater: Not directly relat-
ed to Seasonal Affective Disorder, 
but ever since winter started, I’ve 
been cold all the time. People will 
say, “It’ll set your house on fire.” I 
respond, “Is fire what killed Kurt 
Cobain?”
-Wellbutrin: I don’t have Well-
butrin, but I have a bottle of Vita-
min B6. 
-Light exercise: Exercise indoors 
at your local rec center or gym. If 
you’re inside, you can’t tell that it’s 
cold and dark outside. It could be 
72 degrees and sunny for all you 
know. Stay inside, stay happy.
-Make your environment sunni-
er and brighter: WebMD recom-
mends “getting better blinds” and 
“trimming the branches outside of 
your window.” However, I recom-
mend painting the walls of your 
bedroom bright yellow (yellow is 
the color of happiness, just check 
any color wheel). If your landlord or 
RA asks you about it, just ask her 
if she’s ever felt happiness before.
-Prozac: See “Wellbutrin.”
-Zoloft: See “Wellbutrin.”
FUN WAYS TO GET 
OVER THE OTHER 
KIND OF MARCH 
MADNESS
By AUDREY KAUFMAN L ast Tuesday, Grizz the Logger left the wom-en’s basketball game midway through the 
third quarter despite the shock 
and dizzying confusion of the 
crowd. Calls rang out from 
the bleachers as the normally 
humble bear-man threw down 
his hatchet and walked, head 
down, through the exit, and 
with broken hearts and bro-
ken spirits, the faithful Loggers 
continued to tearfully watch 
the game—without their be-
loved mascot.
No one has seen the furry 
Logger since his mysterious 
disappearance. 
Attempts to contact the hy-
brid creature have been met 
only with disappointment and 
mystery, as he had appeared 
to have vanished into the great 
Pacific Northwest. Many have 
searched, but the tracks have 
gone cold—until now. We at 
The Flail have recently discov-
ered his hideout, deep in the 
North End Tacoma suburbs 
where he has found solace in 
his newly founded man-bear 
cave.
“I just don’t know if I can do 
it anymore,” Grizz said. “Am I 
a bear? Am I a man? I can’t 
fight these feelings, this confu-
sion… I’m barely holding on.”
True to his word, the mas-
cot appeared distraught in his 
hideout. His iconic red flan-
nel, symbolic of all the cloth-
ing of his fellow Loggers, was 
now tattered. He was sur-
rounded by berries, raw salm-
on and Maxim magazines, and 
his fur remained soaked with 
the tears of his raging internal 
battle. 
“Nothing feels right,” he said. 
“Do I fatten up for winter? Hi-
bernate? Or do I strive to 
maintain the only socially ac-
ceptable physique of mankind, 
slim and fit?”
The Logger raised curious 
questions indeed. In a world 
of so many unique and beauti-
ful animals, where does a half-
man-half-bear fit in?
“Who are my parents? Was 
my mother the bear? My father 
the man? I feel trapped here,” 
he said. “Are there others like 
me out there?”
Grizz wept tearfully into the 
matted fur of his human-like 
arms, weeping passionately 
about his lack of right to even 
bear arms and the public’s re-
jection of his compound ap-
pearance. 
“I can’t even get a cup of 
coffee. I walk into shops for 
a cortado and [everyone] 
runs screaming. Animal con-
trol once showed up and 
tranq’ed me on sight. I mean, 
I go downtown and somebody 
keep tellin’ me don’t hang 
around. It’s horrible,” he said. 
Moreover, Grizz shared con-
cerns about his role in the fight 
for green living and climate 
change prevention. 
“They commissioned me, 
half-bear, to cut down trees—
my own natural environment,” 
he said. “I live in a constant 
state of guilt and regret. And 
how am I supposed to rep-
resent one of the greenest 
schools in the country and I 
cut down trees in front of stu-
dents for a living?”
While man-bear-Logger may 
not be the University’s finest 
idea, administrators are still 
working hard to restore the 
mascot to where he belongs: 
the fields, the courts, the cam-
pus. 
But for now, the mighty man-
bear dwells alone in his cav-
ern of darkness and paradox, 
waiting for his moment of en-
lightenment. 
GRIZZ SUFFERS IDENTITY 
CRISIS AFTER YEARS OF 
DESTROYING OWN HABITAT
By CURIOUS ME
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W H I C H  B I R K  I S  F O R  Y O U ? 
B y  K A S E Y  J A N O U S E K
Birkenstocks have always been all the rage in the Pacific Northwest. But lately, they’ve become a trend with no boundaries. 
New styles of Birks have made them more versatile for different styles and lifestyles. Take the quiz below to find out which 
Birkenstock is best for you! 
Imagine a serene forest, with the 
bustling sound of the city fading 
far behind your ears and the wor-
ries of yesterday tucked neatly 
into a suitcase left at home. In 
their stead, imagine a snuffling 
hog, rooting around in the earth 
for the mysterious but delicious 
delicacies known as truffle mush-
rooms. 
Although there are several dif-
ferent kinds of these mysterious 
fungi, black truffles are the most 
commonly used truffles.
First discovered and recorded in 
20th century BCE by neo-Sume-
rians, truffles have taken back the 
spotlight with a modern return to 
dishes everywhere. Pastas, sal-
ads, fowl—truffles have a place in 
many different food groups. 
But beware—although the right 
amount can infuse a meal with 
earthy flavors unlike anything else 
in the food world, too much truffle 
flavor can make any meal taste 
like a handful of dirt. 
Thus, the popularity of truffle 
salts, oils and butters came to be. 
Unlike the direct truffle itself, these 
forms are much less potent—and 
also much less expensive. 
While these alternative forms 
are not usually cooked with by 
themselves, they make great fin-
ishers to impart a little bit of that 
truffle flavor. 
These truffle forms are also 
more reasonable for the average 
college student’s budget, with 
stores like Trader Joe’s selling 
8.45 oz bottles of black truffle-
flavored olive oil for $4.99 each, 
or 2.1 oz containers of truffle salt 
for around $15.00.  
However, if you’re partial to 
the honest and luxurious flavors 
of the pure truffle itself, you can 
find them at most local markets 
for a meager $90-100 per ounce. 
Although this is expensive, it is 
nothing compared to the Italian 
white truffle, which can go for as 
much as $187.50 per ounce.
But why, one might ask, is a 
mushroom selling for such an ab-
surd price?
While truffles are neither hal-
lucinogenic, beautiful (they 
look somewhat like tumorous 
growths), nor life-prolonging (al-
though perhaps life-enhancing, 
depending on who you ask); the 
reason for their high market value 
lies in the complex methods of 
cultivation required to grow such 
a delicate fungus.
The cultivation of truffles or, as it 
was first known in France, truffi-
culture, began in the early 1800s. 
The tasty fungi were found grow-
ing around the roots of oak trees 
and consequently modern truffle 
groves were born. Not only are 
these groves harder to maintain 
than your average mushroom 
farm, but they also require strict 
environmental conditions such as 
dry, hot weather and a specific 
type of soil.  
Moreover, their extraction re-
quires the service of another an-
imal—a truffle hog.
Usually female, truffle hogs were 
first used because truffles contain 
a chemical compound similar to 
that of the sex hormones found 
in male hogs. Thus, female truffle 
hogs had a natural nose for find-
ing the truffles, which camou-
flaged with the soil and roots of 
the tree. 
However, the issue became 
that the hogs would some-
times eat the mushrooms and 
leave nothing left for the farmer. 
Thus, the switch to truffle hounds 
came to be—a worthy, but less 
hungry substitute for the classic 
hog.  
The cultivation is not the only 
factor keeping truffle prices high. 
Many truffle farm-
ers refuse to begin 
mass production in 
order to control the 
market and keep 
prices high. 
Once upon a 
time, in early 20th 
century pre-World 
War II, even the 
common folk ate 
truffles. War casu-
alties unfortunately 
led to decreased 
truffle production 
and the truffles 
were reserved for 
the rich.  Yet with 
the most common 
truffle usage found 
in oils, butters and 
salts, that inspiring truffle flavor 
has become increasingly more 
accessible to the average citizen. 
With such unique flavor and ex-
otic cultivation techniques, truffles 
are making their way into meals 
everywhere.
TRUFFLES FOR THE LAY-STUDENT
B y  N I C H O L A S  L O U I E
COPY EDITING AND FACT CHECKING/MADISON BOWDEN
Black Truffle 
(PHOTOCOURTESY/TRUFFLE BROTHERS)
START HERE!
You like more of a “classic” look.
YES
You get outdoors.
You have a delicate 
touch to your style.
You pay attention to 
detail and design. 
NO
YES NO
NO
NO
YES You’re always on the go.
YES
YES NO
You got the FLORIDA! You are 
versatile and prefer a shoe 
that’s easy to slip on and off 
but has a little style to it.
You got the ARIZONA! You 
love the simplicity of the 
classic Birkenstock look. You 
also like to slip some socks 
under your Birks on occa-
sion!
You got the MILANO! You 
need your Birkenstocks to 
stay sturdy so that you can 
adventure in all types of ter-
rain.
You got the GIZEH! You stray 
away from the typical look of 
Birks and prefer more of a 
delicate summer sandal.
You got the YARA! You are 
versatile and prefer a shoe 
that’s easy to slip on and off 
but has a little style to it.
P H O T O S  C O U R T E S Y / B I R C K E N S T O C K U S A . C O M
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“POST-RACE” T.V.? NOT SO FAST
 Baz Luhrmann approached 
casting for his new project, titled 
“The Get Down,” in an uncon-
ventional way: he held an open 
call.
Luhrmann, who directed The 
Great Gatsby (2013), is direct-
ing the Netflix series about the 
rise and innovation of hip hop 
culture in the 1970s. The series 
takes place in the South Bronx 
and is centered around a group 
of teenagers. 
From Feb. 26 to March 10, 
Baz Luhrmann hosted a nation-
wide talent search on the web-
site “thegetdowncasting.com” 
in order to find fresh faces for 
the series. Specifically, “The Get 
Down” was looking for African 
American and Latino/a women 
and men aged 18-21 to send in 
video auditions. The video audi-
tions were supposed to include 
either a song performance, a 
poem reading or a dance per-
formance as well as a person-
al story.
The accessible nature of an 
“open call” makes it easier for 
directors to cast fresh faces of 
color in their programs. While a 
shortage of actors of color isn’t 
the real reason for the lack of di-
versity in the entertainment in-
dustry, the entertainment indus-
try’s increasing lack of diversity 
does dissuade people of color 
from pursuing entertainment ca-
reers. 
Open casting calls targeted at 
minority demographics give per-
formers who wouldn’t usually 
pursue a professional career in 
entertainment the opportunity to 
do so.          
Shows like “Empire,” “Jane 
the Virgin” and soon, “The Get 
Down” are some of the only 
shows accessible to main-
stream audiences that primarily 
feature people of color.  
In a society that is supposedly 
trending toward “post-race,” the 
lack of diversity on TV is star-
tling. Diversity on television and 
in movies has only decreased in 
recent years. 
The late 1980s and much of 
the 1990s featured wildly pop-
ular sitcoms starring people of 
color. “The Cosby Show,” “Fresh 
Prince of Bel-Air,” “Sister Sister” 
and the sketch comedy show 
“In Living Color,” among oth-
ers, achieved success compa-
rable to their white counterparts 
like “Full House” and “Saturday 
Night Live.”
“Black” TV in recent years has 
been exiled to networks that 
specialize in black entertain-
ment like BET or the Black En-
tertainment Network. 
One of BET’s most popular 
shows, “The Game” originally 
run on the popular CW network, 
but due to executive decisions 
and increased whiteness of 
mainstream television, in 2008, 
“The Game” was moved to BET.
While show creators like Shon-
da Rhimes do implement color-
blind casting in their show de-
velopment processes, there is 
still an astounding lack of minor-
ity-centric shows on primetime 
television. 
Baz Luhrmann’s vision of a 
show focusing on African Amer-
ican and Latino young people 
(that will reach millions of people 
via the Netflix platform) is defi-
nitely a step in the right direc-
tion. 
However, the fact that it takes 
such a powerful director and a 
period piece in order to get mi-
nority actors on a mainstream 
platform is concerning. 
When will there be another 
“Fresh Prince of Bel-Air?” When 
will a sitcom about the everyday 
life of a black family once again 
achieve the success of its white 
counterparts in mainstream cul-
ture? 
While Shonda’s shows and 
“The Get Down” do promote di-
versity in a mainstream televi-
sion context, lack of diversity on 
television seems to become a 
greater problem every day. “Em-
pire” is cool, but what TV real-
ly needs is another “The Cosby 
Show” minus an alleged rapist.
B y  D A N A 
    D O N N E L LY 
Anyone looking for the heart 
of Tacoma doesn’t need to go 
any further than 2610 6th Ave. 
There, nestled between dough-
nut shops and record stores, 
you’ll find a curious little store 
with a bright blue papier-mâché 
mascot inviting anybody and 
everybody to step inside for a 
while.
I’m talking about what’s quickly 
becoming a staple in the Taco-
ma community: The Nearsighted 
Narwhal. 
Once you step inside, it is hard 
to keep one’s eyes from wan-
dering; there’s so much to see 
crammed into nearly every cor-
ner of the store’s interior. 
Original art pieces by local art-
ists line the walls and the shelves 
are fully stocked with obscure 
literature of all kinds. On these 
shelves, you’ll find short stories, 
comic books, fiction and non-fic-
tion novels and zines. 
Off to the side, you’ll find 
shelves crammed with albums 
from Tacoma’s local bands and 
artists. Here and there, you’ll 
find stations offering the chance 
to create your own custom but-
tons, stickers and vinyl records. 
There are plans to offer even 
more creative options, such as 
custom t-shirts. 
Anybody familiar with the store 
knows that they take this idea of 
promoting personal creativity to 
the next level by offering weekly 
and monthly events dedicated to 
both spoken word and arts and 
crafts.   
“We’re retail but we’re also art-
ists, we knew we wanted to be 
part community center, part re-
tail, part studio from the start,” 
co-owners Christina Wheeler 
and Ossain Cardenas said in a 
recent interview. 
The two have aimed to make 
their store model what they have 
wanted to see in the community 
for some time. 
They wanted a place that helps 
foster creativity in the community 
and that provides said commu-
nity with products they can’t find 
elsewhere.  
“I got tired of waiting for a 
store like this... I feel like we fill a 
niche,” Wheeler said. She’s right 
in her assertion; not only does 
the Narwhal support the com-
munity as a creative outlet, it also 
benefits many of Tacoma’s small 
businesses. The Narwhal offers 
a button-making service on their 
website that many businesses—
such as Tacoma Games and 
House of Tattoo —have taken 
advantage of as it provides them 
a unique way to advertise their 
businesses. 
Additionally, the Narwhal offers 
artists consignment opportuni-
ties.   
Most of what’s on sale at the 
Narwhal, whether it be shirts, al-
bums, books or original art piec-
es, come from Tacoma’s local 
artists and a good portion of the 
sales goes directly into their col-
lective pockets.  
“We’re not just helping the 
community, we’re a part of it,” 
Wheeler said. 
By looking at all of what the 
Nearsighted Narwhal has to of-
fer, there’s little room for argu-
ment.
NEARSIGHTED
NARWHAL
B y  J A M E S 
         K A N E R
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The Nearsighted Narwhal not only offers a wide variety of 
tid bits, it also hopes to be a catalyst for a vibrant Tacoma 
community. Pictured above are journals offered in the store, 
and at bottom the Narwhal mascot of the store 
(PHOTO COURTESY/EMMA FERGUSON) 
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C A M P U S  M U S I C  S P O T L I G H T
VERSING
B y  L I L I  N I M L O
House shows are usually hit or miss, but when Puget Sound band Vers-ing plays, it’s a 
guaranteed good time. 
 A few weekends ago, a handful 
of Washington bands came to-
gether to play a show in Tacoma. 
Versing started out the night with 
a feel-good set of sentimental 
pop songs. Although pop music 
sometimes gets a bad rap of be-
ing predictable or insipid, Versing 
proves how original and charming 
it can be. They have a garage-
band edge that catches you off 
guard, in a good way.    
The band is made up of three 
Puget Sound alumni and one 
current student, with Daniel Sa-
las on guitar and vocals, Max 
Keyes on drums, Kirby Lochner 
on Bass, and Graham Baker on 
guitar.  Versing has grown a lot as 
a group since their beginnings in 
2013. Their songs are all tight and 
catchy. 
The addition of Baker as second 
guitarist and Lochner on bass 
gives the band a fuller sound.  
Keyes’s drumming is energetic 
and always on point, and Salas 
brings everything together with 
shredding guitar and distinctive 
vocals. 
 Versing spoke with me and 
shared some insights into their 
band as well as their plans and 
hopes for the future.
LILI: How and when did you 
become a band? 
VERSING:  We originally formed 
as a three-piece in late 2013 with 
Graham playing bass and Max 
on drums. We eventually felt our 
songs would work better with two 
guitars, and Kirby and I already 
played together in Sun Eater, so 
he graciously accepted our invita-
tion to join the band in summer 
2014. Graham switched to guitar 
and Kirby took up the bass, and 
we’ve been grooving ever since.
 What are your plans and hopes 
for the future? 
We’re planning an EP soon, 
with a physical release to follow. 
Hopefully we’ll be able to go on 
a West Coast tour at some point, 
but we’re mostly trying to play lo-
cal shows for the time being.
 How would you describe yourself 
as a group?
Poppy tunes, walls of feedback, 
often at the same time.
What are some inspirations? 
Flying Nun records, Kim Gordon, 
My Bloody Valentine, Stereolab, 
krautrock bands like Can and 
Neu! and current bands of the 
PNW like Naomi Punk, Weed and 
The Courtneys. 
What do you like most about play-
ing shows? 
Playing loud is the best part. We 
usually practice in our duplex so 
we can’t get too wild most of the 
time. 
Do you have any upcoming events 
planned? 
We’re playing a KEXP Community 
Partnership show on March 7 at 
Sunset Tavern, then at Cairo with 
No Body and Mother Tongue in 
Seattle on Friday 13. Then we’ll 
be playing with Snuff  Redux in 
Olympia later in March, then back 
in Tacoma at Bob’s Java Jive on 
April 4. We’re hoping to play at Al-
der Arts Walk on April 24 as well. 
Anything else you want to share? 
We’re just trying to bring rock ’n’ 
roll to the people.
A picture taken at a recent house concert of Versing. 
(PHOTO COURTESY/GISELLE MORGAN) 
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    BANDS
We are at the point in the se-
mester where Spring Break is 
so close, but midterms are upon 
us.  One fun event took place 
the evening of Feb. 27 that gave 
students a chance to dance the 
night away and momentarily for-
get about their lovely midterms. 
An AfroCarribean Dance Night 
was co-sponsored by the Black 
Student Union and Bluesion 
Dance Group.
The event included a night of 
fun and dancing and commenced 
with Club Salsa lessons taught by 
Oriel Siu and Dennis Richards.
Siu is the director of Latina/o 
Studies as well as an Assistant 
Professor for Puget Sound’s His-
panic Studies Department, and 
many students showed up from 
these departments to support 
and learn from Siu and Richards.
The event was attended by 
more than 45 students.
Richards and Siu started out by 
teaching the basics of club salsa 
and then worked their way up to 
more complex and impressive 
moves. 
Students appeared to greatly 
enjoy learning this dance style, 
as well as Richards’s incredibly 
entertaining metaphors for each 
move.       
Sophomore, Jensen Handwork, 
helped coordinate the night and 
says events like this have been 
taking place all month up in con-
junction with Black History Month. 
He said, “Each week we had 
a diff erent theme, the last being 
Music and Dance. We engaged 
in on-campus discussions about 
students’ relationship to Music 
and Race, brought jazz guitarist 
Michael Powers to campus, and 
planned AfroCarribean as our big 
campus event.”       
“I really enjoyed it.  It opened 
not only my eyes but also other 
people’s eyes to a very diff erent 
style of dance than we are used 
to here, which was very fun to 
learn more about and experi-
ence,” fi rst-year student Edrick 
Wang said.       
The lesson included learning 
diff erent combinations and tech-
niques, as well as having the op-
portunity to dance with numerous 
partners.  After the lesson ended, 
everyone was invited to stay in the 
dance room and dance the night 
away.  Many students stayed at 
the event which ran until 12 a.m.   
“I think the event was a great 
success and something that 
would be awesome to continue 
next year,” Nakisha Renée Jones, 
President of BSU, said. “We 
haven’t had a dance-themed 
event through the Black Student 
Union for awhile on this campus 
(knowing that sometimes themed 
dances can go awry) but it was 
really fun with the Cuban Salsa 
lessons. I’m hoping to be able 
to partner with other BSUs in 
the area for next Black History 
Month’s events. I know PLU’s 
BSU was having a Old School 
Hip-Hop Dance Night that same 
week, and next year maybe we 
can link up with a big celebra-
tion.” 
“We had good turn out and 
raised money for our One More 
scholarship,” Tyson West, Vice 
President of BSU, said.
This scholarship was created by 
the Black Student Union of Puget 
Sound in 2014. 
It aims to ”alleviate some of the 
barriers to pursuing higher edu-
cation for fellow students of color 
by providing fi nancial support,” 
West said. “The instructors were 
very fun, interactive and vibrant. It 
was cool that one of the instruc-
tors was a professor. I would like 
to make this an annual thing, 
maybe on Mardi Gras next time.”
AFROCARRIBEAN DANCE NIGHT
B y  A L E X A N D R I A  VA N  V O R I S
